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It can be boldly stated that the most complex material element of the crime
pertains to slander in most cases. However, books of jurisprudence have often
limited themselves to generalities. This complexity stems, firstly, from the
varying degrees of meaning of the word, ranging from weak to explicit, clear,
apparent, ambiguous, general, doubtful, and so on. Secondly, it is related to the
slanderer's use of the word; it may be intended as a statement, a per formative,
a nickname, an insinuation, or reflect different types of intent. Thirdly, the
meaning of the word regarding the slandered individual must be considered. The
slandered individual may be a specific person, a specific group (whether limited
or undefined), or a group whose identity is ambiguous and undefined. In all these
cases, the conditions of the slandered individual must be observed, particularly
regarding chastity and the five conditions of chastity. Although these issues are
mentioned briefly in jurisprudence, their detailed explanation has been
neglected in books of jurisprudence. In the Islamic Penal Code of 1392 AH
(1972 CE), the position of the jurists who consider slander to encompass both
verbal and non-verbal forms was adopted [see note on Article 246 of the Penal
Code]. Customary appearance is deemed sufficient for slander to be established
[Article 246 of the Penal Code], and slander is limited to accusations of adultery
and sodomy only [Article 245 of the Penal Code]. Consequently, the Islamic
Penal Code has broadened the scope of the crime of slander in several aspects,

necessitating reconsideration and correction.
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